Slovensko društvo za primerjalno književnost, Zveza društev Slavistično društvo Slovenije in Filozofska fakulteta Univerze v Ljubljani vabijo na mednarodno konferenco z naslovom Medialnost in literatura, ki bo 24. in 25. novembra 2016 v Ljubljani (FF).

O konferenci

Po preteku dobrih oz. skoraj 50 let od izida knjig The Gutenberg Galaxy (1962), Understanding Media (1964) in The Medium is the massage (1967) verjetno najbolj popularnega medijskega in literarnega teoretika Herberta Marshalla McLuhana, ki so bile, na kratko, usmerjene k premisleku o tem, kako različni mediji (od pisave prek tiska do novejših elektronskih medijev) vplivajo na naš način razmišljanja, na vsebino in različne vidike oblikovanja medijskih ponudb, je morda tudi v slovenski, sodobni in medijsko usmerjeni literarni vedi čas za (po)nov(en) premislek o razmerju med literaturo in medijem, o medialnosti literature. V sredini 80. let, torej ravno pred tridesetimi leti, je nemški literarni in medijski teoretik Friedrich Kittler objavil knjigi Aufschreibesysteme in Gramophone Film Typewriter (1985; 1986), s katerima je ponovno podvrgel premisleku vpliv medijskotehnoloških inovacij na posredovane vsebine, na njihove učinke na individualni in družbeni ravni, na psihološkem in sociološkem nivoju. Premišljal je o digitalnih medijih. Čeprav je med omenjenima avtorjema precejšen časovni razmik, prav tako konceptualne razlike in je nekaterim stališčem mogoče očitati redukcionizem, sta njuni misli tudi v digitalni dobi provokativni in aktualni, o čemer ne nazadnje pričajo ponatisi nekaterih izmed naštetih del od sredine 90. let prejšnjega stoletja.

Vprašanje glede razmerij med področjem medijskih tehnologij in kulturnim področjem, katerega sestavni del je tudi literatura, ponuja več možnih premislekov. Zanima nas, kako je obstoječa mreža tehnik spremenila in kako v digitalni dobi spreminja načine zapisovanja, shranjevanja, posredovanja in tudi obdelave jezikovnih sporočil, katerih kulturnih tehnik oz. sistemov zapisovanja vse se literatura poslužuje, kakšni so odnosi med kulturnimi tehnikami zapisovanja in sprejemanja vsebin. Zaobseči želimo vse faze v kulturno-tehnološkem razvoju, kar pomeni, da nas zanimajo različne oblike medialnosti: od oralnosti prek pisnosti do različnih vrst elektronskih in digitalno podprtih sistemov zapisovanja literarnih besedil. 

V odvisnosti od medijev in kulturnih tehnik nas zanimajo različne pojavne oblike literature, ki so povezane z različnimi materialnimi nosilci in vključujejo različne fikcijske žanre. Ko gre za področje tiskanih medijev, to še zdaleč niso samo knjige, ampak tudi rokopisi, časopisi, zvezki, koledarji, letaki ipd. Na področju novejših medijev je predvsem mišljena obravnava radijskega in televizijskega medija s poudarkom na fikcijskih žanrih radijske igre, televizijske igre in televizijske nadaljevanke, ki vsaj znotraj domače literarne vede doslej niso bili deležni zadostne pozornosti in se v širših okvirih (če omenimo samo razmeroma svežo številko revije SPIEL, ki je eden od osrednjih strokovnih časopisov za področje empirične literarne vede in se loteva radijskega medija) očitno vračajo v obravnavo. 
Ker je medialnost literature v odvisnosti od razpoložljivih kulturnih tehnik, nas prav tako zanima, kako se je skozi zgodovino in kako se še literatura v izraznem in vsebinskem smislu, v načinih oblikovanja in predstavljanja nanaša na različne medije in kako jih tematizira (npr. ustnost/oralnost, pisnost, avdiovizualnost). Zanima nas, kako je z literaturo in njeno medialnostjo v dobi interneta kot hibridnega sistema in kako se v literaturi med sabo mešajo in povezujejo različni mediji in različne oblike medialnosti.   

Zadnje, vendar ne najmanj pomembno, je vprašanje o učinkih, ki jih imajo medialne značilnosti literature na branje oz. vsakršno vrsto sprejemanja literarnih del (npr. nevroznanstvena obravnava učinkovanja). Zadana si tema, ki je osrediščena na medijskotehnološki vidik literature, kliče po obravnavi s humanistično-družboslovnega in naravoslovno-tehničnega vidika.

Predstavitev referata traja največ 20 minut. Na voljo bo računalnik s projektorjem. Uradni jeziki konference so poleg slovenščine še angleščina, nemščina in drugi jeziki z zagotovljenim prevodom v slovenščino. Prijave zbiramo kot povzetke referatov (do 250 besed) do 30. 3. 2016. Pripisati je treba ime avtorja, ustanove, e-naslov in kratek življenjepis (od 3 do 5 vrstic). Število referentov je omejeno. Avtorji izbranih referatov bodo obveščeni po e-pošti v roku 15 dni. Predvidena je tudi objava referatov s predhodno recenzijo.

dr. Urška Perenič, vodja konference
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The Slovenian Comparative Literature Association, the Slavic Society of Slovenia and the Faculty of Arts University of Ljubljana announce an international conference entitled “Mediality and Literature”, 24–25 November 2016 at the Faculty of Arts, University of Ljubljana (Slovenia).

The Conference Theme 

Half a century has passed since the publication of Marshall McLuhan’s The Gutenberg Galaxy (1962), Understanding Media (1964), and The Medium is the Massage (1967). Likely the most well-known media critic and theoretician, McLuhan’s books prompt reconsideration of how different media (from handwritten and print to contemporary digital media) influence the way we think, the content and form of (mass) media messages, the various aspects of production, distribution, and consumption of messages. It may be time for contemporary, empirical and media-oriented Slovenian literary studies to take a (re)fresh(ed) look at literary-media relations, at mediality in literature. Thirty years ago, in the mid-1980s, the German literary and media theoretician Friedrich Kittler published Aufschreibesysteme (1985) and Gramophone Film Typewriter (1986), once again causing reassessment of how media technologies had impacted cultural techniques and practices (such as writing, reading), the way in which we think about ourselves and we interact, taking digital media into consideration. A significant amount of time and conceptual differences separate McLuhan and Kittler, and some of their views can be faulted as reductionist, yet their thinking remains provocative and relevant in the digital age, as reprints of some of their books since the mid-1990s attest. 

The question of how media technologies and culture, including literature, relate stimulate many possible considerations. Of interest is how the current network of media and cultural techniques changed—and in the digital age continues to change—ways of writing, archiving, distributing, consuming, and processing media messages/literary texts, as well as what “writing-down-systems” (Ger. Aufschreibesysteme) literature employs. Further, the conference will explore the nature of relations between cultural techniques of writing, distributing, and consuming literature. Included are all phases of media and cultural development, meaning various media and literary forms: from oral and written communication to various kinds of electronically and digitally supported writing-down-systems.
As regards media technologies and cultural techniques, various literary forms are of interest, including different media forms and fictional genres. In the field of print media, these are by no means only books, but also newspapers, calendars, flyers, manuscripts, and so forth. Among new media, we have in mind primarily analysis of radio and television, with emphasis on such fictional genres as radio plays, television dramas, and serials, which, at least in Slovenian literary studies, have received inadequate attention, while clearly having broader resonance. (Note but a recent issue of the journal SPIEL, one of the main scholarly forums in empirical literary studies, devoted to the medium of radio.)

Given that mediality of literature depends upon available media technologies and cultural techniques, of equal interest is how literature has historically relied on various media in terms of expression, content, form, and representation (e.g., oral, written, audio, and visual qualities). A further topic of interest is literature and its mediality as a hybrid system in the Internet age, and how different media and various forms of mediality blend and connect.

Finally but not least importantly are the effects of the medial character of literature on reading, including all modes of reception of literary texts (e.g., neurological analysis of effects). This topic, focused on literature’s technological models in the media, calls for analyses based in the humanities and social science, as well as in the natural sciences and technology.

Presentations should not exceed 20 minutes. A computer with a LCD projector will be available in the conference hall. Besides Slovene, the official languages of the conference are English, German and other languages; translations into Slovene are guaranteed. The number of presenters is limited. Please submit the title and abstract of the paper (up to 250 words), along with your affiliation, office address and CV (up to 100 words) by March 30. After the paper selection, authors will be informed of the decision by e-mail. After a review procedure, selected papers will be published. 
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