Literatura in etika

14. mednarodni komparativistični kolokvij

Ljubljana, 9. in 10. september 2016

Povabilo k oddaji referatov 

Organizatorji: Slovensko društvo za primerjalno književnost, Društvo slovenskih pisateljev, Oddelek za germanistiko Filozofske fakultete Univerze v Ljubljani; finančna podpora: JAK

Slovensko društvo za primerjalno književnost v sodelovanju z Društvom slovenskih pisateljev in Oddelkom za germanistiko Filozofske fakultete Univerze v Ljubljani v okviru 31. festivala Vilenica organizira 14. mednarodni komparativistični kolokvij z naslovom »Literatura in etika«.  

Že dolgo velja, da literatura med drugim vsebuje etično razsežnost. Aktualna dogajanja kot so nove oblike vojn, migracije, socialna stiska, tudi literarno vedo postavljajo pred nalogo, da preveri svoj instrumentarij za analizo te razsežnosti literature in svojo vlogo v tem kontekstu. 

O etiki v literaturi bi na letošnjem komparativističnem kolokviju lahko govorili vsaj na treh ravneh, in sicer o:

· etičnosti imaginacije, 

· etičnosti naracije,

· etičnosti interpretacije.

Wilfried Härle v svoji Etiki (Ethik, 2011) ugotavlja, da se nobena v preteklih 100 letih napisana etika ne ukvarja s problematiko etike v jeziku. Sam se nato naveže na tradicijo razprav o lažeh. Literatura, ki se definira kot fikcija, se sicer lahko izmakne tem razpravam, dohitijo pa jo na drugi ravni. Ker kaže, »kaj bi se lahko zgodilo«, postane privilegirano mesto utopij in distopij. Postmodernizem jih je zaradi  ideološkosti zavrgel, danes pa se v literaturo vračajo v različnih oblikah. Ob tem se zastavljajo različna vprašanja: kakšna je vloga utopij v literaturi? Kakšne oblike utopičnih momentov se pojavljajo? Kakšna je vloga ideologij v njih? 

Literarna besedila posredujejo vrednostne sisteme, norme in etična vprašanja prek načina, kako pripovedujejo, tako s specifično rabo jezika (semantiko, sintakso, retoriko) kakor tudi z narativnimi postopki. Ti postopki so v okviru študij o narativni etiki, ki imajo že nekaj desetletno tradicijo, precej raziskani, vendar se z novimi literarnimi praksami na eni strani in razvojem naratologije, postkolonialnih študij in študij spola ter razvojem sodobnih medijev odpirajo nova vprašanja, na primer: kakšno je razmerje med moralo in etiko v okviru že uveljavljenih pristopov narativne etike? Kako pristopati k posameznim literarnim vrstam in zvrstem?

O etičnosti interpretativnih postopkov lahko govorimo tako na ravni imanentno literarnih postopkov, torej načinov, kako literatura interpretira podatke, ki so splošno sprejeti kot realni, kakor tudi na ravni literarnovedne interpretacije literature. Prav tu se odpirajo vprašanja, ki presegajo zgolj literarnovedne pristope, saj sprašujejo po odnosu literature do sveta in po umeščanju literature v svet. Ker ta vprašanja posegajo v samo srž človekovega razmerja do sveta, do soljudi, je tokratni komparativistični kolokvij naravnan izrazito interdisciplinarno in zajema tako filozofska, teološka, sociološka, kulturološka kot literarnoteoretska razmišljanja.

Delovna jezika na kolokviju sta angleščina in slovenščina, referati naj bodo predstavljeni preferenčno v angleščini. Vsak referat je omejen na 20 minut (+ 10 minut diskusije). Prijave za udeležbo pošljite do 1. aprila 2016 po elektronski pošti na naslov: spela.virant@guest.arnes.si in colloquium.vilenica@gmail.com.
Prijava naj vsebuje: 1.) ime in naziv referenta, 2.) naslov referata, 3.) ime in naslov matične ustanove, 4.) kratek povzetek (do 1500 znakov). Število referentov je omejeno, zato bo organizacijski odbor izbral najprimernejše in o svojem izboru obvestil referente najpozneje do 1. maja 2016. Vsi referenti bodo hkrati tudi gostje 31. mednarodnega literarnega festivala Vilenica. Izvirni znanstveni članki, izbrani po opravljenem recenzentskem postopku, bodo objavljeni v reviji Primerjalna književnost.  

Organizatorici: Špela Virant, Irena Samide

Programski odbor: Ljubinka Petrović-Ziemer, Irena Samide, Špela Virant, Dejan Kos
Literature and Ethics

14th International Comparative Literature Colloquium
Ljubljana, 9–10 September 2016

Call for papers

Organisers: Slovenian Comparative Literature Association, Slovene Writers’ Association, Department of German Studies (Faculty of Arts, University of Ljubljana); financial support: the Slovenian Book Agency (JAK)
The Slovenian Comparative Literature Association in cooperation with the Slovene Writers’ Association and the University of Ljubljana’s Department of German at the Faculty of Arts is organizing – within the framework of the 31st Vilenica International Literary Festival – the 14th International Comparative Literature Colloquium, titled “Literature and Ethics.”
It has long been recognized that literature includes, among other dimensions, an ethical dimension. Current occurrences, such as new forms of warfare, migrations and social anguish, also call on literary studies to examine the tools it uses to analyse the ethical dimension and its role in this context.

This year’s Comparative Literature Colloquium lends itself to speaking about ethics on at least three levels:

· the ethicality of imagination,

· the ethicality of narration,

· the ethicality of interpretation.

In his Ethik (Ethics, 2011), Wilfried Härle notes that no ethics written in the past 100 years has dealt with the problematic issue of ethics in language.  This issue is linked to the tradition of discussions of falsehood and lies. While literature, which defines itself as a fiction, may be able to remove itself from such discussions, at another level it is caught up in them. Because literature shows “what could happen,” it becomes a privileged site of utopias and dystopias. Though postmodernism rejected these on account of their being ideological, today they are, in various forms, returning to literature. This gives rise to various questions: what is the role of utopias in literature? Which forms of utopian moments are appearing? What is the role of ideology in them?

Literary texts mediate value systems, norms and ethical questions through how they tell – that is, both through the specific use of language (semantics, syntax, rhetoric) as well as through narrative approaches. These approaches are, in the context of studies on narrative ethics, which has a tradition stretching back several decades, much studied; and yet, with new literary praxes on the one hand and the development of narratology, postcolonial studies and gender studies as well as the development of new media, on the other, new questions arise, for example: what is the relation between morality and ethics in the framework of already established approaches to narrative ethics? How can we approach individual literary types and genres?

We can speak about the ethics of interpretation at the level of immanently literary approaches – that is, the ways in which literature interprets information that is generally accepted as real – and also at the level of how literary studies interpret literature. Precisely here questions arise that go beyond merely literary approaches, since they question the relationship literature has to the world and the place literature holds in the world. Because these questions penetrate to the very essence of our relationship to the world, to our fellow humans, this year’s Comparative Literature Colloquium aims to be an interdisciplinary event encompassing reflections from the realms of theology, sociology, studies and literary studies.
The working languages at the Colloquium are English and Slovenian, with papers preferably presented in English. Each paper is limited to 20 minutes (+10 minutes for discussion). Applications should be sent via e-mail by April 1, 2016 to: spela.virant@guest.arnes.si and colloquium.vilenica@gmail.com.

Your application should include: 1) the name and title of the presenter, 2) the title of the paper, 3) the name and address of the parent institution, 4) a short abstract (up to 1500 characters). Because the number of presenters is limited, the organizing committee will select the most suitable ones and will inform presenters of selection results by 1 May 2016. All presenters will also be guests of the 31st Vilenica International Literary Festival. Original academic papers, selected after a peer-review process, will be published in the journal Primerjalna književnost (Comparative Literature)
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